
 

104th Annual Conference – March 12 - 14, 2014 

Workshops & Tours 
 

TEAM Workshop Titles and Descriptions 

Workshop 1:  ADA/Transition Plan (All-Day): 
This is a full-day (6 hour) workshop that will focus on the challenges of building ADA-compliant facilities on the 
public right-of-way, and strategies for coping with these challenges.  This workshop has a field component to 
it, where participants will learn how to address vision impairment issues.  (Please dress for the weather and 
wear comfortable shoes.)  
 
Workshop 2:  Engineering Ethics 101 (AM): 
Take this opportunity to hear Engineering Ethics presented from the perspective of the Missouri Board for 
Professional Engineers. Topics include: 
I.  The definition of ethics and ethical conduct 
II.  Engineering ethics 
III.  Missouri Statutes and Rules on engineering ethics 
IV.  Examples of complaints to the Board for unethical conduct and Board decisions 
 
Workshop 3:  Social Media for Beginners (AM):   
Liking, Friending, Tweeting - What…?  Social Media for Beginners introduces you to the big players in the social 
media scene. Learn the basics of how each of these sites works and how organizations interact with their 
customers and audiences successfully. 
 
Workshop 4:  Erosion Control and Land Disturbance (AM): 
Come learn the intricacies of MoDOT's land disturbance and erosion and sediment control program.  Content 
includes:  permit requirements, how to develop a SWPPP for your next construction project, strategies for 
selecting and designing appropriate erosion and sediment controls, and how to perform and document a 
SWPPP inspection.  Local government programs, contractors and design consultants will especially benefit 
from this workshop. 
 
Workshop 5:  Effective Use of Social Media (PM): 
Effective Use of Social Media explains how to best use the most popular social media sites to interact with 
citizens, customers and other vital audiences. We'll use real-world examples - the good, the bad and the very 
ugly to help expand your range of communication in the best possible way.  
 
 



Workshop 6:  Levees – The Recertification Process Explained (PM): 
The St. Louis Flood Protection System consists of 11 miles of flood protection along the Mississippi River. 
Floodwalls make up 6.75 miles of the flood barrier while earthen levees comprise the other 4.25 miles. In 
addition, there are thirty-nine closure structures and twenty-eight pump stations located along the length of 
the system. 
This presentation will give the audience an insight into all aspects of certifying the flood protection system of a 
large urban area including: project criteria, procedures & methodologies; field investigations; scheduling & 
coordination; and documentation & reporting.  An in-depth discussion of Mississippi River Hydraulics and 
Hydrology will also be presented. 
 
Workshop 7:  The Influence of Public Perception on Transportation Projects - Whose Project Is It, Anyway? 
(PM): 
The influence of the public on transportation projects has grown enormously in the past decade.  While not 
everyone is an engineer who designs highways, these folks are essentially paying for transportation 
improvements, so they feel they have an opinion on how it should be built and where it should be located.  
This educational and interactive session will take you through some examples of good (and not so good) public 
involvement processes, as well as provide a refresher for many on good communication skills.  We’ll also look 
at all the various tools available to support good public involvement processes. 
 

TEAM Tours Titles and Descriptions 

Tour A:  Holcim Cement Plant (All-day): 
Visit the World’s Largest Cement Plant! This tour will show you all aspects of cement production, from the 
quarry and crusher, to the state-of-the-art Quality Control System, to the dome that holds up to 65,000 Tons of 
final product.  Along the way, you’ll see how Holcim keeps the whole process environmentally-friendly.  You 
may even make a new friend in “Jenny” the Robot.   
PLEASE NOTE:  

1. This is a full-day tour.  Lunch will be provided.  
2. Due to the nature of the tour, participants cannot wear sandals, shorts, sleeveless shirts, neckties, or 

clothing with hoods to the plant.  
3. Hardhats and safety glasses will be provided by Holcim for use at the plant.  There will be a short 15-

min safety video to watch before entering the facility. 
 
Tour B:  Downtown St. Louis Walking Tour (AM):   
This is a 2 ½-hour walking tour that uncovers the richness of St. Louis’ transportation history. It ranges from the 
era of the Mississippian Mound Builders down to the present.  The tour touches on numerous subjects and 
individuals throughout St. Louis history, and includes sites such as: 

 The Railway Exchange Building 
 The St. Louis Mounds 
 The Underground Cave System 
 The Gateway Arch 
 The St. Louis Levee 

 
Since this is a walking tour, please dress for the weather and wear comfortable shoes.   
 
 
 



Tour C:  Metro Transit Facilities (AM):  
St. Louis Metro Transit provides a valuable transportation mode for the Bi-state St. Louis Region. Commuters 
and participates to various downtown events depend on transit daily to safely and efficiently reach their 
destination. Experience a behind-the-scene tour of Metro’s transit operation and maintenance by attending 
the tour of the MetroLink (light rail) MetroBus (bus depot) facilities. These facilities play a very important role 
in providing safe and efficient transport of people across the Bi-state St. Louis Region.    
 
Tour D:  Lambert International Airport (AM): 
Take a peek behind the scenes at Lambert International Airport.    
 
Tour E:  Daniel Boone Bridge/Page Phase III Design-Build Projects (AM): 
Tour both of the active design-build projects going on in St. Louis. See the progress on the new Daniel Boone 
Bridge (I-64 over the Missouri River), which is on schedule to open in November 2014.  And witness the fast-
paced construction on the final phase of Route 364 (Page Ave) that will connect I-64 in St. Charles County with 
I-270 in St. Louis County when complete.  
 
Tour F:  Downtown St. Louis Walking Tour (PM):   
This is a 2 ½-hour walking tour that uncovers the richness of St. Louis’ transportation history. It ranges from the 
era of the Mississippian Mound Builders down to the present.  The tour touches on numerous subjects and 
individuals throughout St. Louis history, and includes sites such as: 

 The Railway Exchange Building 
 The St. Louis Mounds 
 The Underground Cave System 
 The Gateway Arch 
 The St. Louis Levee 

 
Since this is a walking tour, please dress for the weather and wear comfortable shoes.   
 
Tour G:  Missouri Botanical Gardens (PM): 
Come and tour one of the crown jewels of the St. Louis area – the Missouri Botanical Gardens! We’ll start with 
touring the extensive rehab done on the parking lot and Garden walls (built in the 1850’s).  Then we’ll move 
into the Gardens themselves, where Botanical experts will highlight items such as MO’s native plant species, 
give tips for roadside landscaping, and discuss strategies for slowing down pavement runoff with careful plant 
selection.  
 
Tour H:  Museum of Transportation (PM): 
Already know too much about roads and bridges? We encourage you delve into other branches of 
transportation and experience the Museum of Transportation.  It highlights the history and science of human 
transportation from the Industrial Age onward.  The museum houses a significant collection of transportation 
vehicles, including railway equipment, automobiles, aircraft, tugboats and more.  Come experience this 
collection firsthand.   
 
Tour I:  Busch Stadium (PM): 
Deanna Venker, Area Engineer with MoDOT, will share some stories about coordinating with contractors, St. 
Louis City officials and the area sports teams to keep customer satisfaction high and traffic flowing.  Following 
the presentation, the group will walk over to tour Busch Stadium.   
PLEASE NOTE:   This is a ½ mile walking tour that includes an outdoor component, so please dress accordingly. 


